
A grant is a financial donation that you don’t have to repay. 
Many UK charities and trusts provide grants to help with 
the extra costs of ill health or disability. Find out what 
grants are available and how to apply.

When to apply for a disability grant
Most charities will expect you to have applied for all the 
State benefits, local authority support and other help 
you’re legally entitled to before approaching them for a 
grant.

So make sure you’ve checked your entitlements. Read our 
guides below or speak to a benefits or disability adviser to 
make sure.

Find out more in our guides:

Disability and sickness benefits 

Local authority funding for care costs 

Search for a disability grant
Use the Turn2us Grants Search tool

The Turn2us website has a free Search for Grants tool that 
lets you look for grants based on your circumstances and 
needs.

Just put in your postcode, your age and sex for a full 
list. You can then narrow down your results by medical 
condition or disability.

Use the Grant Search tool on Turn2us.

Search for a disability grant by category

The Disability Grants website lists the grants that are 
available by category. This means you can search for grants 
in equipment, housing or holidays, for example.

Find out more at Disability Grants.

Search for grants if you’re on a low income

MoneySavingExpert have put together a list of grants, 
some of which are aimed at disabled adults and children.

Find out more about ‘Grant Grabbing’ on 
MoneySavingExpert.

Find other financial support

Use the Lightning Reach tool to check whether you could 
claim extra grants or financial support if you’re living on 
a low income. In just 15 minutes you can find out how to 
apply for funding from charities, your local council and 
other organisations. 

Create your Lightning Reach profile.
 

Applying for a disability grant
When you’ve found the grants you want to apply for, 
contact the awarding bodies and fill in the application 
forms.

Read the terms and conditions to make sure you fully 
understand whether you qualify before you apply.

You might need to supply a report from a professional, 
such as an occupational therapist or a social worker, or to 
include detailed information about your finances.

If you need help with the paperwork, an advocacy 
organisation – such as the Older People’s Advocacy Alliance 
– might be able to help.

Find out more at Older People’s Advocacy Alliance

Read tips on applying for a grant at the Scope.

Other grants that might be available

If you can’t find what you’re looking for, it might be worth 
looking for grants that aren’t just for disabled people.

For example, you could look for grants for people on a low 
income or for people who live in your area.
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https://www.moneyhelper.org.uk/en/benefits/benefits-if-youre-sick-disabled-or-a-carer/what-disability-and-sickness-benefits-can-i-claim
https://www.moneyhelper.org.uk/en/family-and-care/long-term-care/local-authority-funding-for-care-costs-do-you-qualify
https://grants-search.turn2us.org.uk/
https://www.disability-grants.org/
https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/family/grants-low-income/
https://www.lightningreach.org/application-portal
https://opaal.org.uk/
https://www.scope.org.uk/help-and-information/money/applying-grants/tips


CHARITABLE GRANTS FOR ILL  
OR DISABLED PEOPLEGreater legal clarity

The content of this factsheet has been created by and is provided by The Money Advice Service and is produced under licence 
from them. 

Please be aware there are links contained within this factsheet that may take you to external sites, we are not responsible for 
their content. This is a general advice and information factsheet only and should not be treated as a definitive guide and does 
not constitute legal or professional advice. We are not a law firm and information is not intended to create a solicitor client rela-
tionship. Law Express and The Money Advice Service does not accept any responsibility for any loss which may arise from relying 
on information contained in this factsheet. This is not a substitute for legal advice and specific and personal legal advice should 
be taken on any individual matter. If you need more details or information about the matters referred to in this factsheet please 
seek formal legal or financial advice. 

The Money Advice Service is not regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Money Advice Service does not provide a 
regulated service. The information and tools that the Money Advice Service provides are generic and should be of general assis-
tance to you in managing your finances. However, the money advice service cannot recommend specific financial products and 
always recommends that you seek further information from an independent financial adviser, and/or further information from 
the providers of specific financial products.
This factsheet is correct at time of going to print. The law set out in this factsheet applies to England and Wales unless other-
wise stated.
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